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A WORD FROM 
YOUR GUIDE

I am so glad that you’re thinking about moving to 
Reno, NV! I love introducing people to my little piece 
of paradise. 

The purpose of this guide is to provide enough  
information and inspiration that you’ll want to find 
out more about Reno and visit very soon!

If you’re ready for a change, looking or a small-town 
vibe, a sense of community where you can feel more 
connected to others, and be surrounded by nature... 
then Reno might be the right place for you! 
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From the arts to the cultural splendor, from the casinos to its unprecedented natural sur-
roundings, Reno is a city rich in tradition, outdoor enthusiast and fresh entertainment. 

Minutes from world-famous Lake Tahoe, the Reno-Sparks community is surrounded by 
natural beauty and limitless recreational opportunities. Our region claims 18 world-class ski 
resorts (many just a short 45-minutes from downtown) and 40 -plus golf courses. The area 
also boasts 60 gaming locations,  and world-class fishing, hiking, biking and numerous other 
outdoor activities.The quality of life in the region is tough to beat. 

Scattered among Reno’s city lights you will find colorful murals adorning the walls in down-
town and Midtown, larger-than-life sculptures straight from Burning Man and a plethora of 
museums and galleries. Start exploring... you never know what hidden treasures you’ll find!

Located in the majestic Sierra Nevada Mountains, most folks think of a move 
to Reno for the allure of a lifestyle that offer s endless outdoor recreation 
opportunities all year long. 

WELCOME TO RENO | SPARKS
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AREA MAPS
LAKE TAHOE RENO | SPARKS

COMMUNITY   |
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SUMMER
During the summer months, temperatures can 
reach the 90s. After a warm summer, the sur-
face of Lake Tahoe’s water can warm to 65 to 75 
degrees in August and September. Lake Tahoe 
is less than an hour away but 2,000 feet higher, 
meaning the weather is often cooler. 

SPRING & FALL
Spring and Fall bring temperatures around the 
50’s and can be the perfect time to do activities 
such as hiking and mountain biking.

WINTER
Low humidity characterizes the area, making 
the cool days seem not so cold and the warm 
days not so hot. Rain is scarce, snow is certain.
Reno and Lake Tahoe are known for abundant 
skiing so colder temps and snow are the norm 
during the winter. Our snow is considered sier-
ra cement due to the high moisture content in 
the snow. This creates the perfect environment 
for our ski resorts, as the snow sticks to all the 
rocks and boulder bumps. Lake Tahoe’s water 
can cool to temperatures of 40 degrees during 
the winter time. 

Reno is a high desert set against the Sierra Nevada mountains at 4,500 feet in 
elevation, with four distinct seasons and 300+ days of sunshine a year.

FOUR SEASONS
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Reno’s weather can sometimes be 
unpredictable. So it is always a good 
idea to bring layers. The saying goes 
if you don’t like Reno’s weather just 
give it an hour.

WEATHER   |    7
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Although gaming and other recreational 
activities represent a significant portion of the 
growing economy and assessed valuation, 
the City is experiencing a gradual diversifica-
tion of its business base with the expansion of 
distribution, warehousing, and manufacturing 
facilities. Approximately 25% of the workforce 
is employed in the fields of construction, man-
ufacturing, transportation, communications, 
public utilities, and finance related services.

The Reno area is serviced by two major high-
ways. Union Pacific railroad and a number of 
trucking and airline carriers make it possible to 
ship from Reno to 80% of the 11 western states 
on a next-day basis.

Reno’s economy is principally based 
in the trade and service sector, with 
approximately 65% of the work force 
employed in these occupations.

Nevada has no corporate or personal income 
tax, and is a right-to-work state. These factors 
have contributed to the State’s tremendous 
growth in the 1990’s and into the 2000’s.
In addition to the accomplishments of the 
Economic Development Authority of Western 
Nevada in bringing new business to
Northern Nevada, the City of Reno Economic 
and Redevelopment Agency has begun both 
entertainment and housing projects in the
City’s downtown sector.

Over thirty million dollars of City and one  
billion dollars in private/other public  
investment has been made in downtown Reno 
to modernize and beautify infrastructure and 
facilities. A maintenance district was  
established to ensure that the downtown area 
will remain clean and beautiful. The City also 
established a police district downtown to  
ensure a safer environment.

OVERVIEW



 9

NEVADA TAX ADVANTAGE

The main qualifier for this tax “hospitality” is to make Nevada your central 
place of residence. This doesn’t mean you can’t do business or even have 
residences in other states, just that Nevada is the state with which you have the 
closest ties.

If you are residing in Nevada and become a Nevada resident, you will generally 
escape state income taxes, except for income that arises from sources within 
another state. Even if you are required to “source” part of your income from a 
state that has an income tax, you may still enjoy a significant decrease in your 
overall tax burden.

BENEFITS FOR 
NV-BASED HOME  

& BUSINESS

•  No personal income tax
•  No corporate income tax
•  No gross receipts tax
•  No franchise tax
•  No inventory tax
•  No tax on issuance of corporate shares
•  No requirements of shareholders 
& directors to live in NV
•  No tax on sale or transfer of shares 
•  No succession or inheritance with IRS
•  No sharing information with the IRS
•  Simple annual requirements 
•  Protection for Directors and Officers
•  No initial or minimum capital 
requirements
•  Anonymity of owners-total privacy 
•  Low property taxes
•  Business friendly environment

Many people consider moving to Nevada because of the Tax Ad-
vantages so let’s dig in a little more on the subject. The require-
ments are simple, and the benefits can be quite impressive.

ECONOMY   |
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Maybe it’s the sight of a bluebird day, the sound of skis racing down freshly-groomed runs or 
the wind in your face as you ride through the winter wonderland on a snowmobile. 

Well beyond the chairlifts and world renown ski resorts. Reno Tahoe offers many family 
friendly activities such as sledding and ice skating. If you’re an animal lover there are many 
snowshoeing trails, dog sled rides and horse drawn carriages. 

Like to stay warm? There are  beautiful spas you can visit, bars serving toasty beverages and 
sprinkled throughout the resort villages you will find little fire pits to warm your hands. 
There are panoramic views almost everywhere you look so the only question is, which activ-
ity are you going to pick? 

With our annual snowfall, it’s no surprise that we pride ourselves on our 
world-class ski resorts. There is something magical about winter in Reno 
Tahoe.

WINTER RECREATION
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SKI RESORTS 

Alpine Meadows
Boreal
Diamond Peak
Donner Ski Ranch Heavenly Mountain 
Resort Homewood Mountain Resort 
Kirkwood Mountain Resort Mt. Rose
Northstar California
Sierra at Tahoe
Soda Springs
Squaw Valley
Sugar Bowl
Tahoe Donner

RECREATION   |      11
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE

When you live in Reno Tahoe, experiencing the incredible outdoors and 
nature is easier than you think. 

Washoe County manages over 12,000 acres including over 10,000 acres of open space, 
49 parks, an Arboretum, developed trails, trailheads, athletic fields, golf courses, a 
campground, a shooting facility, an archery facility, a museum, and so much more!  
With over 300+ days of sunshine a year, there is plenty to see and do. 

RECREATION   |  



 13

Beaver Dam State Park
Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park
Big Bend of the Colorado State Recreation 
Area Cathedral Gorge State Park
Cave Lake State Park
Cave Rock
Dayton State Park
Echo Canyon State Park
Elgin Schoolhouse State Historic Site
Fort Churchill State Historic Site
Fort Churchill State Historic Park
Kershaw-Ryan State Park
Lahontan State Recreation Area
Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park
Mormon Station State Historic Park
Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Historic 
Park Rye Patch State Recreation Area
Sand Harbor
South Fork State Recreation Area
Spooner Backcountry
Spring Mountain Ranch State Park
Spring Valley State Park
Valley of Fire State Park
Ward Charcoal Ovens State Historic Park 
Washoe Lake State Park
Wild Horse State Recreation Park

NV STATE PARKS

Ambrose Park
Anderson Park
Arrowcreek Park
Bailey Creek Park
Bartley Ranch Regional Park
Betsy Caughlin Donnelly Park
Bowers Mansion Regional Park
Phillip & Annie Callahan Park
Cold Springs Park
Crystal Peak Park
Davis Creek Campground
Davis Creek Regional Park
Desert Winds Park
Dorostkar Park
Eagle Canyon Park
Ellen’s Park (South Hills Park)
Forest Park
Galena Creek Regional Park
Gator Swamp Park
Golden Valley Park
Hidden Valley Regional Park
Lazy 5 Regional Park
Lemmon Valley Horseman’s Arena and Park
Lemmon Valley Park
Lockwood Park
Martin Luther King Park

Mayberry Park
Mogul Park
New Washoe City Park
North Valleys Regional Park
Pleasant Valley Park
Rancho San Rafael Regional Park
Rivermount Park
Saddlehorn Park
Sierra Rock Park
Silver Knolls Park
South Valleys Regional Park
Sun Valley Regional Park
Swan Lake Nature Study Area
Thomas Creek Park
Verdi School Park
Village Center Park
Virginia Foothills Park
Whites Creek Park
Wilson Commons Park

WASHOE COUNTY PARKS

RECREATION   |      13
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The students mirror the excellent programs 
and curriculum offered by consistently scoring 
above state and national norms in standard-
ized achievements tests as well as college 
entrance exams.

The District offers a full spectrum of curricu-
lar offerings from special education to gifted 
and talented at all schools. It offers special 
programs in alternative education for at-risk 
students, drug education and for all students 
an aggressive program in sex and AIDS  
education.  

The Washoe County public schools 
offer a superior education to 64,000 
students in over 90 schools.

Offerings in forensics, music and art help pre-
pare students for future life. The high schools 
offer over 60 extracurricular activities for both 
girls and boys.

Any student new to the Washoe County School 
District (WCSD) must present a birth certificate 
and an immunization record from your health 
care provider. A utility bill may be necessary 
for proof of residency, and the student’s Social 
Security number also is requested. High school 
students younger than 18 need to be accom-
panied by a parent or legal guardian in order to 
register.

If you are not sure which school your 
child should attend, call the  
Zoning Office at 348.0200 or visit
http://buses.washoeschools.net

WASHOE SCHOOL DISTRICT

http://buses.washoeschools.net
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PRIVATE | CHARTER SCHOOLS

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

Bishop Manogue Catholic High School 
110 Bishop Manogue Drive 
775-336-6000
www.bishopmanogue.com

Brookfield School
6800 S. McCarran Blvd
775-825-0257
www.broookfieldschool.com

Excel Christian School
850 Baring Blvd.
775-356-9995
www.excelchristianschool.com

Lake Tahoe School
995 Tahoe Blvd, Incline Village 
775-831-5828
www.laketahoeschool.org

Little Flower Elementary
1300 Casazza Drive
775-323-2931
www.littleflowerschoolnv.org

Mountain View Montessori
565 Zolezzi Lane
775-852-6162
www.mountainviewmontessori.com

Sage Ridge School
2515 Crossbow Court
775-852-6222
www.sageridge.org

Truckee Meadows Christian Academy 
3940 Spring Drive
775-823-9002

CHARTER SCHOOLS

Academy for Career Education 
Grades: 9-12
2800 Vassar Street, Reno 
775-324-3900

Bailey Charter Elementary School 
Grades: K-6
210 Gentry Way, Reno 
 775-323-6767

Coral Academy of Science 
Grades: K-12
1701 Valley Rd, Reno  
775-322-0274

Mariposa Dual Language Academy 
Grades: K-5
3875 Glen Street, Reno  
775-826-4040

Encompass Academy Charter HS 
Grades: 9-12
121 Vesta Street, Reno  
775-322-5566

Sierra Nevada Academy
Grades: K-8
13880 Stead Boulevard, Reno  
775-677-4500

STATE-SPONSORED 
CHARTER SCHOOLS

Alpine Academy High School
Grades: 9-12
605 Boxington Way, Suite 112, Sparks 
775-356-1166

Nevada Connections Academy
(Distance Education) Grades: K-12
555 Double Eagle Ct. Suite 2000 
775-826-4200 x 325

EDUCATION   |   16
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The University has a student enrollment of 
more than 16,000, including about 3,200 gradu-
ate students, and a total budget of nearly $500 
million.

PROGRAMS

The University has 76 undergraduate degree 
programs, and more than 100 graduate degree 
programs (66 master’s and 37 doctoral pro-
grams) from which students may choose. New 
majors approved recently include Atmospheric 
Sciences, Environmental Science, Forest and 
Rangeland Management, Wildlife Ecology, and 
Computer and Information Engineering. The 
University is also in the process of adding new 
Ph.D. programs in Mathematics, Statistics, and 
Geography, and a new interdisciplinary under-
graduate program in Environmental Studies.

The University of Nevada, Reno is the 
state’s historic flagship institution of 
higher education. 

TUITION

The tuition for Nevada resident undergradu-
ates is among the lowest in the western United 
States and is a reflection of the Board of Re-
gents’ and state legislature’s policy to provide 
access to as many Nevada high school gradu-
ates as are qualified. For example, the resident 
undergraduate tuition and fees total$2,850, 
which is lower than all but one of 15 western 
states. Non-resident undergraduate tuition and 
fees total $11,524 which is at the median for 
the western states.

ATHLETICS

The University’s athletics programs compete in 
NCAA Division I as part of the Western Athletic 
Conference (WAC). The University fields com-
petitive teams in 18 sports, with seven men’s 
sports and 11 women’s sports teams offering 
scholarships.

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO

EDUCATION   |  
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Old Southwest Reno is one of the originals while South Meadows and Damonte Ranch are 
among the newest neighborhoods out on the edges of the metro area. Let’s explore just a 
handful of Reno’s neighborhoods so you can get a better sense of the city.

Reno’s neighborhoods represent the region’s demographic mix and history. 
There are places to live for every style and budget. 

EXPLORE A MIX OF OLD & NEW
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115 - Commercial/Industrial 
116 - Downtown Reno
119 - North Reno
120 - Old Northwest
121 - Northwest Suburban  
122 - Northwest Foothills  
123 - West Suburban
124 - Verdi
130 - Sun Valley
131 - North Valleys
132 - Golden Valley
133 - Lemmon Valley
134 - Stead
135 - Silver Knolls
136 - Cold Springs
137 - Red Rock
138 - Rancho Haven
140 - Southeast
141 - Donner Springs
142 - Hidden Valley
143 - South Meadows
160 - Old Southwest 
161 - West Southwest
163 - Southwest
164 - Old South Suburban  
165 - South Suburban
171 - Southwest Suburban  
173 - Foothills
174 - Pleasant Valley

175 - West Washoe Valley  
176 - Virginia City Highlands 
177 - Washoe Valley
180 - Sparks
181 - East Sparks
182 - Sparks Suburban
183 - South Spanish Springs 
184 - West Spanish Springs 
185 - East Spanish Springs 
186 - Palomino Valley
187 - East Truckee River  
188 - Sparks Foothills
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DOWNTOWN RENO

Covering a few blocks on either side of Virginia 
Street between Interstate 80 and the Truckee 
River, Downtown Reno packs a ton of ame-
nities and attractions into a fairly small area. 
The city’s famous casinos and the Reno Events 
Center bring world-class entertainment on 
a regular basis, the nightlife is always in full 
swing, and unique cafes and restaurants are all 
over the area.

Scenic green spaces like Wingfield Park and 
City Plaza are great for taking some quiet time 
and enjoying the sunshine. The University of 
Nevada, Reno’s campus sits just north of Down-
town, making it a highly convenient location 
for students, faculty, and university staff. Best of 
all, many Downtown apartments and condos 
are available for very affordable rates, putting 
all of this at your doorstep even if you’re on a 
tight budget.

 

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHTS

NORTHEAST RENO

Northeast Reno inhabitants enjoy having easy 
access to the downtown area in a spot that 
provides comfortable and affordable living. 
Located just a few minutes’ drive away from 
downtown, northeast Reno sits close to the 
University of Nevada and much of Reno’s 
entertainment, with proximity to Sparks and 
Victorian Square. Many Renoites choose to 
make this older neighborhood their home in 
order to take advantage of the city’s many great 
features.

Locals in northeast Reno can live near the 
Truckee River or all the way up to Dandini 
Boulevard off Highway 395. The range of loca-
tions within Northeast Reno give aspiring Reno 
locals a chance to choose the best place for 
them within a large, classic neighborhood in 
the city.

NEIGHBORHOODS   |NEIGHBORHOODS   |
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MIDTOWN

Midtown is one of Reno’s trendiest neighbor-
hoods, and its eclectic mix of restaurants, bars, 
and shops makes it a popular neighborhood 
for young adults. The neighborhood is a com-
bination of new buildings and remodeled/up-
dated homes originally built in the 1930s and 
1940s.

Those drawn to Midtown’s free-spirited, funk-
tastic lifestyle will appreciate the neighbor-
hood’s walkability. Enjoy the public art dis-
plays, antique stores, and nightlife without ever 
having to get into your car.

SOUTH RENO
 
As some of the newest developments in Reno, 
the outer south neighborhoods of the city 
function both as getaways for families and as 
recreation areas. A 20-minute drive from Reno’s 
downtown, the outer south regions lie farther 
outside the city than other popular neighbor-
hoods. However, those who want to raise their 
family in a safe, quiet and beautiful part of 
town appreciate everything South Reno pro-
vides.

With close shopping plazas, numerous chain 
and local restaurants, and wide-open parks, 
South Reno draws in residents who desire a 
suburban life close to downtown’s attractions. 
Take advantage of hiking and biking in this area 
of town while looking at the great views of the 
Sierra Nevada.

OLD SOUTHWEST RENO

Living in Old Southwest Reno takes residents 
back to the early days of the Nevada city, back 
when pioneers roamed the streets and built 
homes any way they desired. Locals love the 
Old Southwest area for its status as one of 
the oldest neighborhoods in Reno. Close to 
downtown Reno and to restaurants, bars and 
schools, many Reno residents consider the 
area one of the most desirable parts of town.
Unlike the newer developments, Old South-
west homes resemble homes from the past, 
in many different styles. People can walk 
down the block and see both a mansion and 
a cottage on the same street. The uniqueness 
and old-fashioned nature of Old Southwest 
and its outer streets pique the interest of those 
who travel to Reno looking for a family neigh-
borhood close to all of Reno’s attractions.

SPARKS

Just east of Reno, Sparks is a growing suburban 
alternative to the Biggest Little City. The Sierra 
Nevadas are visible from almost anywhere in 
Sparks, and Lake Tahoe is just a 30-minute 
drive away. Sparks also has its own lake at 
Sparks Marina Park, an oasis for land and water 
sports.

It may be a suburb, but there are plenty of 
things to do in Sparks. Renting in Sparks 
affords you the opportunity to ride the water 
slides at Wild Island Family Adventure Park, 
score deals at the Outlets at Sparks, learn more 
about mining and settlement history at the 
Sparks Heritage Museum, kayak the Truckee 
River, try your luck at any of the many casinos 
in town, and visit the oldest brewery in Neva-
da – Great Basin Brewing Company. You can 
also attend the Best in the West Nugget Rib 
Cook-Off, America’s biggest and best free-entry 
barbecue festival.

NEIGHBORHOODS   |



5325 Reno Corporate Drive
Reno, NV 89511

775.741.4373
tiffanybillman.re@gmail.com

License #S.0183792
TIFFANY BILLMAN


